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: e We are pleased to present our new logo and showcase some recent
& projects. They illustrate our approach of applying years of experience and
V expertise in sustainable design to provide clients with naturally comfortable, efficient
™ buildings. These attributes are brought together in projects throughout New Zealand and offshore.
L Some sites present more challenges than others. For instance, the climatic challenges in the Tokelau
! atolls are different from those in New Zealand, but the need for architecture that exhibits environmentally
= sustainable design is a key to the long-term success of all projects.

We congratulate all our clients on avoiding superficial ‘greenwash’, enabling us to develop well
researched solutions over many exciting commissions.

Rural retreat

This newly finished hilltop house straddles a sharp
ridge on 16 hectares of retired pastureland
overlooking Waikanae River. In their quest for a more
sustainable lifestyle, the owners have planted
extensive areas of trees for cropping and orchards, = . . - >
and created a dam for irigation and future power generation. InS|de they have opted for a Rayburn stove with wetback; plus solar water
heating, active solar space heating, automated window ventilation, and rainwater storage. The house includes slate-on-concrete floor
slabs, macrocarpa and fibre cement cladding, and Colorsteel roofing. The contractor was Multibuild Construction.

New design studios for Drama School

The Toi Whakaari NZ Drama School engaged Aonui Architecture to convert
previously under-used back stage areas into new facilities for the growing
Design for Stage and Screen department. Three studios, a warkshop,
exhibitions space, and an office, as well as a secure archive for the Nola
Miller Library, have been inserted over two levels in the lofty former Winter
Show buildings, which date from 1929. The studios are connected internally
with the Plaza via a new suspension bridge and stairs.

For director Annie Ruth and head of design Penny Fitt, maximising natural
light and ventilation was a vital consideration in this previously introverted
structure that underwent an initial internal conversion for the co-located
Schools of Dance and Drama in 1996.

An important secondary objective, identified by Aonui, was to use the new
north wall penetrations to reveal to the Newtown/Mt Cook neighbourhood
some of the activity and vibrancy which abounds within. The Maycroft
Construction contract was completed in August 2009. Aonui has previously
designed a new Costume Workshop for Toi Whakaari and prepared a 10 year
strategic development plan for the whole site.
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